SERVICE TAX ON  HEALTH SECTOR WILL HIT THE COMMON MAN.  IMA URGES THE FINANCE MINISTER TO WITHDRAW IT
            IMA, the  Indian Medical Association strongly object to the introduction of service tax on health sector especially in multi-facilitated more than 25 bedded AC hospitals in the 2011 budget pronounced by the Finance Minister.
            In India 75% of health care is provided by private establishment .With the raising inflation and spiraling cost for all Medicare products, common man treatment will further hit, with this service tax in bigger hospitals.  This will once again force them to seek quack medicine and end up with lot of side effects.  Taxing for the fundamental right of an individual reminds us the salt tax induced by the British Government in India.  IMA request the Central Government to immediately withdraw this tax and ensure health care being available to common man. 
            It is noted in the budget the allocation of fund for Health care is raised to 26700 crore, ie, nearly 20% more than the previous year allotment of 1.9% of total income.  Comparing with all the developed countries it is very minimum (UK  and USA are spending 10% of GDP for health care).  India being a developing country and health of individual is being greater asset to the   country; the Government should come forward to spend more money for this sector.
            Now many states are implementing health insurance schemes, helping various circumscribed sectors.  Central Government must take elaborate step to introduce “National Health Insurance Scheme” being available to all the needy individuals, incorporating the existing schemes and Government hospital systems.  It is with in our reach to make this “NHIC” work out and provide quality health care to all our citizens. 
 IMA also request to create hospital industry as a priority sector and make it a service sector and making the electricity, soft loans and infrastructure facility at lower cost.  So that, the health ,the fundamental right of us can be insured easily.  
To implore the central government to withdraw this draconian service tax IMA will organize agitation across the country soon , said the Hon SECRETARY of IMA Tamilnadu State 
Dr.J.A.Jayalal.
 

